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Pittsburgh is a
City of “Firsts”
By Dave Crawley
“KD Country” Reporter
KDKA-TV
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Pittsburgh is a city of “Firsts”.
From mass produced aluminum, to
the Westinghouse Air Brake, to the
Lawrence Welk bubble machine —
the City of Steel turns to its engi-
neers for innovation.  Another
Pittsburgh “First” occurred 125
years ago, in the office of the City

Hill into the level cobblestones of
Grant Street?  Could they know that
the experimental robots of George
Westinghouse were precursors of a
Robotics department at a Univer-
sity named for steel magnate An-
drew Carnegie?   As Walter C. Kid-
ney notes in an article that follows,

Engineer.  Those who gathered in
that room to form the Engineers’
Society of Western Pennsylvania
had no way of knowing the best
was yet to come.

Did anyone foresee the shaving
of the “hump”, the engineering
marvel that transformed Grant’s

engineers have keep this city “on
the move.”

While looking to the future, you
have not abandoned the past.  The
creations of Pittsburgh’s greatest in-
ventor are preserved in a
Wilmerding mansion.  I toured the
George Westinghouse Museum in
my role as Feature Reporter for
KDKA-TV… and was pleased to
see the inclusion of yet another First.
KDKA radio began as 8XK,  its sig-
nal emanating from the garage of
Westinghouse employee Frank
Conrad.  An engineer, of course.

Steel makers built Pittsburgh.
But engineers have kept it running.

Meet Our Featured Guest Speaker…
at the ESWP 125th Anniversary Banquet

David McCullough, author of
the forthcoming 1776,  is twice win-
ner of the National Book Award and
twice winner of the Pulitzer Prize.
He has been called a “master of the
art of narrative history.”  His books
have been praised for their excep-
tional narrative sweep, their schol-
arship and insight into American life,
and for their literary distinction.  His
John Adams, one of the most ac-
claimed American biographies ever
published, hit the New York Times
bestseller list at number one and re-
mained on the list for more than a
year.  To date more than two million
copies have been sold.

His new book, 1776, to be pub-
lished in May, tells the intensely
human story of those who marched
with George Washington in the fate-
ful year of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence.

Gordon Wood, writing in the
New York Review of Books, said of
John Adams, “By far the best biog-
raphy of Adams ever written…
McCullough’s special gift as an art-
ist is his ability to recreate past hu-
man beings in all their fullness and
all their humanity.”

Edwin Yoder, in The Washing-
ton Post, wrote, “If nations ap-
pointed historians laureate, David
McCullough would surely be ours.”

In the words of the citation ac-
companying his honorary degree
from Yale, “As an historian, he
paints with words, giving us pic-
tures of the American people that
live, breath, and above all, confront
the fundamental issues of courage,
achievement, and moral character.”

His books include The Johns-
town Flood, The Great Bridge, The
Path between the Seas, Mornings

World, The American Experience,
and narrator of numerous documen-
taries including The Civil War and
Napoleon.  His is also the narrator’s
voice in Seabiscuit.

A gifted speaker, Mr.
McCullough has lectured in all parts
of the country and abroad, as well as
at the White House.  He is also one
of the few private citizens to speak
before a joint session of Congress.

Born in Pittsburgh, Mr.
McCullough was educated there and
at Yale, where he was graduated with
honors in English literature.  He is
an avid reader, traveler, and has en-
joyed a lifelong interest in art and
architecture.  He is as well a land-
scape painter.  Mr. McCullough lives
in West Tisbury, Massachusetts
with his wife Rosalee Barnes
McCullough.  They have five chil-
dren and seventeen grandchildren.

on Horseback, Brave Companions,
and Truman.  As may be said of few
writers, none of his books has ever
been out of print.

Mr. McCullough is as well twice
winner of the prestigious Francis
Parkman Prize.  For his work over-
all he has been honored by the Na-
tional Book Foundation Distin-
guished Contribution to American
Letters Award, the National Hu-
manities Medal, and the New York
Public Library’s Literary Lion
Award. He is past president of the
Society of American Historians.  He
has been elected to the American
Academy of Arts and Sciences.  He
has received 31 honorary degrees.

In a crowded, productive career,
Mr. McCullough has been an edi-
tor, essayist, teacher, lecturer, and
familiar presence on public televi-
sion — as host of Smithsonian
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