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RevitalizingRevitalizing 
CommunitiesCommunities
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Brownfield Redevelopment
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Our PastOur Past

Glass Factories
Zinc WorksZinc Works
Steel Mills
Mining
Oil Wells
Donora – Smog of 1948
M k t ChMarket Change



Our  Brownfields
Former Industrial Sites

Closed Factories and Mills
Closed Chemical Plants

Mine Scarred Land
Former Strip Minesp
Mine Refuse Piles

Former Service Stations
Gas Stations with old underground storage 
tanks
Maintenance & Repair Shops with petroleum 
and/or cleaning solvent contamination



Our PlanOur Plan

RACW’ Hi h P i itRACW’s High Priority: 
Remediate & Reuse Brownfields

Benefits of Brownfield 
Redevelopment

Increase local tax bases
Facilitate job growth
Utilize existing infrastructure
I bli ht d tImprove blighted property
Take development pressure off 
undeveloped open landundeveloped open land



Our Plan

RACW developed basic strategies:
Identify all brownfields
Create a brownfield inventory &Create a brownfield inventory & 
database
Communicate regularly with elected 
officials and stakeholders 



Our PlanOur Plan

Obtain public financing when 
private funds are not sufficient to 
redevelop brownfield properties
Complete redevelopment projectsComplete redevelopment projects 
and return properties to productive 
useuse
Identify and prioritize brownfield 
projects 



Plan ImplementationPlan Implementation

M i i l l d t t d tMunicipal leaders were contacted to 
identify and provide information on 
l l B fi ldlocal Brownfields

Grant applications were submitted to 
and approved by the US EPApp y

Petroleum Assessment ($200K)
Hazardous Assessment ($200K)Hazardous Assessment ($200K)



Plan ImplementationPlan Implementation

Inventory of 140 brownfields:
Hazardous ContaminantsHazardous Contaminants
Petroleum Products

Database to maintain information 
about properties
Input from elected officials, 
community-based organizationscommunity based organizations, 
stakeholders & public



Plan Implementationp

Educational meetings held
Brownfield Assessment ProgramBrownfield Assessment Program 
Guidelines & Application developed



Brownfield Assessment 
Program

Contract executed with CEC, an 
i t l lt t fenvironmental consultant, for 

professional services:
Phase 1 Environmental Site 
Assessments (Total of 10-20)( )
Phase 2 Environmental Site 
Assessments (Total of 5-10) ( )
Reuse plans



Site Reuse PlansSite Reuse Plans
Site Reuse Plans based on Phase 2Site Reuse Plans based on Phase 2 
findings

Risk Evaluation
Cleanup Plans
Cleanup Cost Estimates
Brochures to assist property owner withBrochures to assist property owner with 
marketing property

Enables landowners and perspective 
h t ti t l i b dpurchasers to negotiate sale price based 

on fact rather than perception.
Highlights property’s potential BEFOREHighlights property s potential BEFORE 
the sale, increasing value to perspective 
purchasers and sale price for landowner.



Site Selection

Limited funds for ESA’s
RACW requested Western PARACW requested Western PA 
Brownfield Center provide 
assistance with site selectionassistance with site selection 
process
C ll b t d t d lCollaborated to develop a 
transparent, rational tool for site 
selection



Site Selection

Site selection process includes 
review of property attributes

Brownfield properties selected for 
E i t l Sit A tEnvironmental Site Assessments 
(ESA) based on ranking



Creating the ToolCreating the Tool

Indicator categories and assessment 
criteria developedcriteria developed

Indicators include the property 
tt ib t d l t d t i th tattributes and related categories that 

are site and community specific



Indicator CategoriesIndicator Categories

Development Driver/Champion 
IndicatorIndicator
Development Potential 
Indicator
Socioeconomic IndicatorSocioeconomic Indicator
Environmental Indicator
Infrastructure Indicator



Site CensusSite Census

Created Site Census and Tool based 
on these categories/criteriag

The Site Census gathers information 
for the Tool from municipal officialsfor the Tool from municipal officials 
regarding property information, 
development potential fundingdevelopment potential, funding, 
socioeconomics, environmental 
factors and infrastructure conditionfactors and infrastructure condition 
and availability























1. Site Census Distributed
2. Information Entered into 

ToolTool



Indicator Categories
Developmental Driver Indicator

Developer Champion

g

Municipal Champion
Developmental Indicator

End Use
FundingFunding
Time
Property Ownership

Socioeconomic IndicatorSocioeconomic Indicator
Economic Potential
Environmental Justice
Community Supporty pp
Quality of Life 

Environmental Indicator
Contamination
Previous Use of Site
Location

Infrastructure Indicator
Transportation SystemTransportation System



Weighting Process

RACW k fi i i di t

g g

RACW ranks five main indicators as 
well as sub-indicators

Sum of 5 indicator weights                        
must equal 1
Sum of sub-indicators                              
within each main indicator                   
category must equal 1





Petroleum Sites Ranked
PETROLEUM SITES

Municipality Parcel ID Property Owner Score Rank
340-001-01-02-0001-00   

April 6, 2009

Hanover 340-001-01-02-0002-00 Tri-State 63.08 1
New Eagle 480-012-00-02-0012-01 Old Trocco 61.76 2
Cecil 140-009-00-00-0023-00 ABB 56.78 3
W t B thl h 660 001 00 03 0001 00 R th 56 50 4West Bethlehem 660-001-00-03-0001-00 Roth 56.50 4
North Strabane 520-013-13-00-0006-00 Thomaston Land Co. 54.67 5
Washington 770-002-00-01-0006-00 Salsberry Bump Shop 53.00 6
West Bethlehem 660-001-00-01-0003-00 Risbin 0003 51 25 7West Bethlehem 660 001 00 01 0003 00 Risbin 0003 51.25 7

Monongahela
440-004-00-02-0007-00, 
440-004-00-02-0008-00

Ford Sales & Repair 
building 50.79 8

West Bethlehem 660-001-00-01-0004-00 Risbin 0004 50.70 9

Monongahela
440-008-00-02-0006-00, 
440-008-00-02-0007-00 Ford Parking & Garage 50.32 10

Monongahela
440-007-00-01-0006-00, 
440-007-00-01-0007-00 Ford Used Car Lot 47.62 11



Future StepsFuture Steps

Conduct additional Phase 
I & Phase 2 environmentalI & Phase 2 environmental 
assessments 
Obtain cleanup grants
Develop RLF ProgramDevelop RLF Program
Facilitate redevelopment 
f b fi ldof brownfields



Contact Information

Susan L. MorganSusan L. Morgan
Brownfields & Municipal Planning 

ManagerManager
100 West Beau St. Suite 603
Washington, PA 15301
724-228-6875
susan.morgan@racw.net
www racw netwww.racw.net



Contact Information

Tyler LinckTyler Linck
Redevelopment Specialist / Community 

Development AssociateDevelopment Associate
100 West Beau St. Suite 603
Washington, PA 15301
724-228-6875724 228 6875
tyler.linck@racw.net

twww.racw.net



Contact Information

Deborah LangeDeborah Lange
Western PA Brownfields Center, 

Carnegie Mellon University
dlange@cmu.edudlange@cmu.edu
(412) 268-7121

d / t i b /b fi ldwww.cmu.edu/steinbrenner/brownfields
Carnegie Mellon University g y
5000 Forbes Avenue
Pitt b h PA 15213Pittsburgh, PA 15213



Contact Information
Civil & Environmental Consultants, Inc.

Robert C. Dlugos, P.G. – Project Manager 
(rdlugos@cecinc com)(rdlugos@cecinc.com)

David N Olson P G Senior ProjectDavid N. Olson, P.G. – Senior Project 
Manager (dolson@cecinc.com)

Four Triangle Lane, Suite 200
Export, PA 15632p ,
724-327-5200
www.cecinc.com


